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ordination of the country's psychiatric services In any future scheme
designed to provide minimum standards.

These prejudices cannot be swept aside and ignored. They will
have to be outgrown or replaced by first-hand experience of their
inapplicability to the kind of psychiatric service which is contem-
plated. How can the ground be best prepared for this change of
standpoint ?

I suggest that the answer to this question is to be found in the
needs of children and juveniles to which priority is given in this report.
Several reasons can be advanced for this view, which are founded both
on general principles and on immediate expediency.

(a)  The  problem of juvenile  delinquency during the war has
attracted attention.    It is much more widely recognized than the
problem of neurosis among adults which, it may be truly said, has been
conspicuous by its small dimensions.   And apart from delinquency,
children have presented problems of adjustment after evacuation.
These difficulties have drawn attention to the bad conditions under
which many children live in the intimacy of their homes.   The light
thus shed on places which before were dark has strengthened the case
for nursery schools and for child guidance services.

(b)  Again via the problem of delinquency,  attention has been

drawn to the prevalence among children of dullness and backwardness.

The early detection of these cases and their appropriate training and

disposal would, in a double  sense,  serve a  valuable prophylactic

purpose.   They would forestaE much delinquency, which is regarded as

in part the result of a desire, natural in dull and backward children, to

get even with a society which has made them painfully conscious

of their shortcomings.    But consciousness  of inadequacy not  only

expresses itself in delinquency ;  it can also be revealed as neurosis.

If we think of neurosis in terms of a simple and on the whole acceptable

psychopathology, i.e. in terms of maladjustment, it will be clear that

there is no more ubiquitous  cause  of social maladjustment than

dullness and backwardness.   Here, moreover , is something which can

be detected early and appropriately catered for.   Every local authority

ha,s to deal with children, and every authority is aware of the problem

of the dull and backward as well as of the difficult child.   It has been

brought out in the survey that this problem presents itself (sometimes

with especial force) in the most isolated of rural districts where overt

neurosis is little recognized.   The problems arising from delinquency

and of dullness in children are everywhere appreciated in a way that

those now presented by neurosis among adult civilians are not.   And

unlike the latter, they are recognized as subject to prophylactic

handling.   An organized effort to tackle these problems would accord

with well-grounded and widely accepted beliefs about prevention and

early treatment.

(c) It is now recognized that the effective treatment of neurosis
and the efficient conduct of a psychiatric clinic depend on what are
called the accessory p&ycMatrie services* Among these the psychiatric
soda! wocker takes first place. The survey has shown, how widespread
is the iseed fbr more psychiatric social workers. ]$ot only does tliis